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length of the picture like coals of fire; and lastly come the
pallid splendour of the evening sky with its pearl-like moon,
and the dusky clouds thickening high above the mountain
summits.

It may be as well to add a word as to the smaller version of
this subject which now hangs in the Manchester gallery.
Upon Hunt's first visit to Usdum a fine rainbow hung above
the scene he chose, and before his final visit he experimented
with this on a small canvas, and eventually completed the
picture in England, using a brown instead of a white goat,
and making various other changes.

Shortly before the large Scapegoat was sold, Hunt was
engaged upon his small replica of The Light of the World^
confident that, on account of the popularity of the original,
it would bring him in the ready money which he so sorely
needed. It was whilst engaged upon this work (sold later
for 300 guineas) at the house of the Combes at Oxford that
he again met Thackeray, who called during the time of his
pre-occupation with politics. Hunt in his book reports
some of the coversation that took place between himself and
the novelist.

" What are you doing here? " asked the latter.

" I am working at the first study of an original picture of
mine."

"Where is it?"

Hunt led the way to his picture, before which Thackeray
paused for a moment in a silence that was somewhat
embarrassing to the painter, and then said " Ah me! I
assume that we must regard this painting to be your
magnum opus."

The remark was an unhappy one, and Hunt says that he
" winced under the suspicion that he [Thackeray] regarded
the work as prompted by narrow sectarianism or insincerity."